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Morland in the Mercure de France upon the intel-
lectual influence of Germany. With Sedan only a
generation past, the result, from artists, scientists
and savants, was a chorus of paeans to the ascend-
ancy of Gallic culture. M. Blum took arms of
enlightenment against the sea of chauvinism.
Germany's contribution to the plastic arts, he
admitted, was nugatory ; her leading man of
letters, Gerhard Hauptmann, was scarcely of world
importance ; and in science, with the possible
exception of Helmholtz, she had produced no man
of genius comparable to Darwin or Pasteur. But
the ideas of Kant, for good or evil, had determined
nineteenth-century philosophy ; while the two men
chiefly answerable for refreshing European thought
during the last four decades were Arthur Schopen-
hauer and Friedrich Nietzsche. As for Debussy's
taunts against German music, men like Richard
Wagner renovate the atmosphere itself in which
their arts exist ; so that merely to breathe is to
submit to their influence.1 When M. Blum declared
that the giant figure of Tolstoi bestrode all Europe,
and that War and Peace is the greatest of novels, he
might have been pardoned. But the literary
nationalists were incensed by his response to the
fourth item of another questionnaire, propounded
by the Weekly Critical Review, an Anglo-French
organ which had just been launched with the
blessing of His Majesty King Edward VII. The
critic declared that he preferred to any living
Frenchman not only Tolstoi but two other foreign
1 Idem (pp, 27-37)-